Introduction to Academic
Research and Writing
Session 5

A 6 session course on research and writing for the International
Law program

Subject focus: International Law and Human Rights



Session 5

Presenting your research
Lecture:

Ways of presenting — papers, PPTs, posters

Activity:
Prepare a PPT based on one of the provided readings.

Multiple choice quiz



Preparing a Presentation

Different types of presentations:
* In-class to your fellow students and lecturer

* Conference papers
* Poster presentations

* More formats are becoming available
* Prezzi
* Blog pages
* Video etc



Presenting your research paper

* |s the paper you submit the same as the paper you read during your
presentation? NO!

* When presenting, the opening sentences are the most important
* ENGAGE your audience

* Make eye contact with the group

* Introduce your presentation clearly and concisely

* ‘Signpost’ your main points — draw attention to the key points at the
beginning so the group will be ready for the structure of your talk



Presenting your research paper

DO NOT read the paper — even if must read notes, make it less formal
e Use pictures and text — makes it more interesting!

 PRACTICE! Record talk and listen to yourself



Example: This is the opening paragraph from an article published in 2021.

A CRITICAL ASSESSMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS DIPLOMACY BY WESTERN STATES IN MYANMAR (BURMA)

FROM 2007 TO 2020. Anna Tan. 2021. Asian Affairs, 52(3)
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2021.1953783

“Myanmar (formerly Burma), which inherited a very weak state from the British, has hardly seen a year
of peace since its independence in 1948. From 1962 to 2011, Myanmar was under direct military
dictatorship. This period was punctuated by turning points that would bring the country to global
media attention —the 1988 Uprisings, the 2007 Saffron Revolution and the 2008 Cyclone Nargis. The
latter two brought Myanmar back into discussion with the United Nations Security Council (UNSC),
eliciting UN-led mediations with the Burmese military regime for the promotion of political and civil
liberties. Until then, Myanmar’s precarious human rights record and domestic politics had not garnered
significant international attention primarily because of two reasons Rein Mullerson aptly states as
Realpolitik: the relatively poor strength of Myanmar’s authoritarian regime vis-a-vis Western states,
and its importance to the current fabric of international peace and security’.

If you read this out loud, does it sound very interesting?

Can you re-write this for a spoken presentation to an audience?


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2021.1953783
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2021.1953783
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2021.1953783
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2021.1953783

Delivering a spoken presentation

* Know your audience
* Prepare and practice in advance

* |f you have no audio/visual materials, practice recording your talk and
listening to yourself

* Think about the presentation as a formal conversation
* Sometimes it can be informal

* You can take pauses from the formal text and make more informal
conversation with the audience

* Always make eye-contact with the audience before you start



Delivering a spoken presentation

* Plan the use of your time
 How many points can you cover in the time
 What are the most important points

* Structure
* You can give the outline of your talk at the beginning
* If the topic is broad, say this and that you will be focussing on one part of it

e Start strongly
* Eye contact
 Welcome/thanks if needed
* Have one or two STRONG opening sentences



Delivering a spoken presentation

* Make regular eye contact with the audience — hard to do when
reading a paper. Some tips:
* Make sure pages are numbered
* Use larger font so it is easy to read

e Putin breaks between paragraphs where you can pause and look at the group
— it is also good to pause when you are changing from one point of your
argument to the next

* Speak clearly! And at a smooth pace

* Do not fidget e.g do not play with your pen or keep running your
hand through your hair — these are signs of being nervous — the
audience will not listen so closely to what you are saying



Delivering a spoken presentation

* Always keep to time — in some classes or conferences you may need
to stop before you finish if you go too much over time. Your audience
will never know your conclusion.

* Keep a timing device close by where you can see it

* Conclude clearly
* Make sure your conclusion does relate to your introduction
* Sum up 2-4 key points

* A strong concluding sentence will help your audience remember the
presentation

* Make eye contact



Using Powerpoint

* A good way to keep the audience interested, rather than just listen to
your talk

* Keep PPT slides simple
* Use dot points
* Do not write in full sentences unless it is a quote

* Keep slides ‘clean’

* There are some very good templates in PPT BUT some are complex and can
distract the reader

* Don’t put in too many photos on one page — better to put 1-2 on a page and
then use another slide



Using Powerpoint

e Use the same font for all slides

e Keep animations to a minimum — animations can be useful to attract
attention, or highlight a specific point, but too many and they lose their
impact

* Video and animation does not work well for slow internet connections

* Use good quality images — not blurred.

* When in the picture format tab, you can easily compress the images There is a
simple ‘compress file’ button

* You MUST include the source for all of your images, graphs and quotes —
this can be in smaller font but this is very important for copyright laws, and
showing what sources you have used
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Using Powerpoint

* Make sure there is good contrast between text and background
* Black on white is usually easier to read than Wiali{=KeIaHe]F-Iel
* Low contrast between background and text

* Using a bold colour and bold fontcan help to draw attention to an
important point but do not do it very often

* Practice moving the slides forwards and backwards

* |f you are referring back to a slide with, for example, the key points, you can
copy it and repeat it in the PPT each time you move to the next point



Use of Text

* The 5x5, 6x6 or 7x7 rules
 5(or 6 or7) lines of text on a slide
* 5(or 6 or 7) words on each line
 5(or 6 or 7) slides with text in a row

* These rules will change depending on the type of material you are
presenting — the key is to be CONSISTENT

* Any Questions? Don’t use too much clipart!!




Poster Presentations

* Sometimes you may submit a poster presentation for a conference
* It is usually a mix of text and images — graphs, photos, diagrams

* For a good poster:
* The title and subheadings should be readable from around 3metres away
* Word count is around 300-800 words

Title is short and attracts attention

Uses bullets, headings and groupings of text

Clean, neat layout

Includes your name(s) and your institution or affiliation



How can | present my research in 300-800 words!

* What are the most important findings of my research?
* Tell a friend — it will only take a couple of sentences!

* What is the research problem — what are your findings

* What is your thesis and methodology

* Sometimes you may have to give a presentation in front of your

poster
* Does the poster have the key information?
* Does it follow a logical sequence on the poster?

* There are some free online templates for posters, using PPT



Sample PPT Poster layout — you can change any of the headings. More
available at https://templates.office.com/en-au/posters

0Q

ABSTRACT METHODS RESULTS

* abstract is here with | m— Chart Title
no bullets and what C s o 10 e
ha\opens when | add L A
bullets/ e 2 e o e e

Item 759 856 290

ltem 228 134 238
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tab to add bold formatting. \ -

* Background item
e Background item
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* Type a caption for the data content or pictures here.

RESULTS CONCLUSIONS
List objectives here e Resultl * Conclusion 1
Objective 1 e Result 2 » Conclusion 2

Objective 2
Objective 3 * Result3 e Conclusion 3



For all presentations...

* Think about how you are going to deliver the presentation
* In person
* Via video
* A pre-recorded presentation

* Plan
 How long is the presentation
* What is the assignment — read the lecturer’s instructions carefully
 What are the key points
 How can you communicate these best

* PRACTICE!!



Activity

* Prepare a PPT based on one of the following:

* Book review by Andreas von Staden (of Committed to Rights: UN Human
Rights Treaties and Legal Paths for Commitment and Compliance by Audrey
L. Comstock, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021.

* Angeletti, Silvia. 2021 Religious Minorities’ Rights in International Law:
Acknowledging Intersectionality, Enhancing Synergy. Religions 12(9), 691
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12090691

* You can also try to prepare a poster using the same readings


https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12090691
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12090691
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12090691
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12090691

QUIZ

Q.1 Good presentations have lots of text on slides.
A. True
B. False

Q.2 Good presentations use dark colors for text and backgrounds.
A. False
B. True

Q.3 Good presenters make eye contact with their audience.
A. True
B. False

Q.4 Good slides/visual aids use light background colors and light text colors.
A. False
B. True



Q.5 Good presenters run through the presentation a couple of times BEFORE presenting.
A. True

B. False

Q.6 Which of the following are NOT good presentation techniques?
A. Use Animation and Transitions

B. Include lengthy paragraphs & sentences

C. Proof read

D. Organize information

Q.7 Being consistent on your slides, means you:

A. Stick with a theme

B. Do not change the font to often

C. Do not overuse color

D. Use crazy pictures as backgrounds that don't relate to topic



Q.8 Before presenting, you should have a deep knowledge of the topic.
A. True
B. False

Q.9 A sign of a nervous presenter may include:
A. Fidgety

B. Talking fast

C. Twirling hair

D. All of the above

Q.10 How often should you use flashy transitions between slides?
A. After every slide

B. Only at the end

C. Only at the beginning

D. Avoid transitions; too distracting and unnecessary
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PROGRAM: INTERNATIONAL LAW

COURSE: INTRODUCTION TO ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND WRITING

SESSION 5 = ACTIVITY

Purpose:
The purpose of this activity is to practice your spoken presentation skills and ability to develop a

logical argument.

Requirements:
PPT lecture notes from Session 5. This activity should come after the Session 5 lecture.

Session 5 Additional Course Material
Timing device to record length of spoken text

Activity: 15 minute preparation. 2 x 30 minutes group activity (depending on numbers)

There is a global competition called the ‘Three Minute Thesis’, the 3MT. PhD candidates can speak
for 3 minutes only about their research. It is a test of how well you can summarise your research and
communicate clearly to others. It is also a very good way to make sure you have a clear argument for
your own research question.

If you can access youtube here are some recordings of recent finalists:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zjem4-pjly0 2019 People’s Choice — Brydon Wang, Faculty of
Law Queensland University of technology

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUcENjyhrJO Diana Anderssen ‘What is Law?’ ANU 3MT 2020

In this session every person in the group will be asked to give a 3 minute presentation. It is not a
research question, but a three minute talk on the subject ‘What is International Human Rights Law’.
This is a very big subject — the challenge is to explain this in three minutes.

If you are working in groups you should select a group coordinator to be responsible for timing the
talk. Once 3 minutes is reached the student must stop talking even if they have not finished.

You may choose to ‘vote’ on your favorite presentation. This is called peer assessment. Feedback can
be anonymous and provide grading OR you can simply have a vote of hands for your favourite
speaker.

Remember, you are working with your fellow students. Your feedback should be helpful and
supportive.

Here is a sample feedback form:

1 =fair 5 = excellent (tick the box) 1 2 3 4 5
Timing — 3 minutes?

Speed of speaking — too fast, too slow, just right

Clarity of speak — could you hear every word

Did the speech make good sense — not very clear or very
clear

Did the talk keep you interested

Any other feedback



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zjem4-pj1y0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUcENjyhrJ0

If you must work individually, you can self-time your 3minute speech. If possible, you can email the
written speech to your course lecturer and students for assessment. You are encouraged to record
the speech and listen to it yourself, and self-assess.

Teaching Notes: This activity can be broken into groups of 6-10 students. If choosing to do peer
assessment then each group can select a student to represent the group in an all of class session.
Peer assessment can be a very positive tool BUT it must be done well. There cannot be any negative
impact on any student. There should not be any grades given for peer assessment. More information
on Peer Assessment is given in the Additional Reading. If you have a large group you can choose
additional topics for the 3 minute talk.

For students who cannot join in the group activities they are encouraged to submit a 3 minute
speech. This can be assessed by the course lecturer, or circulated to other students for peer
assessment.
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Session 5 Additional Material

Guidelines for Peer Assessment and sample activities: This information has been taken from
https://teaching.cornell.edu/spring-teaching-resources/assessment-evaluation/peer-assessment

Peer assessment or peer review provides a structured learning process for students to critique and
provide feedback to each other on their work. It helps students develop lifelong skills in assessing
and providing feedback to others, and also equips them with skills to self-assess and improve their
own work.

Why Use Peer Assessment?

Peer assessment can:

e Empower students to take responsibility for and manage their own learning.

e Enable students to learn to assess and give others constructive feedback to develop lifelong
assessment skills.

e Enhance students' learning through knowledge diffusion and exchange of ideas.

e Motivate students to engage with course material more deeply.
Considerations for Using Peer Assessment

e Let students know the rationale for doing peer review. Explain the expectations and benefits
of engaging in a peer review process.

e Consider having students evaluate anonymous assignments for more objective feedback.

e Be prepared to give feedback on students’ feedback to each other. Display some examples
of feedback of varying quality and discuss which kind of feedback is useful and why.

e Give clear directions and time limits for in-class peer review sessions and set defined
deadlines for out-of-class peer review assignments.

e Listen to group feedback discussions and provide guidance and input when necessary.

e Student familiarity and ownership of criteria tend to enhance peer assessment validity,
so involve students in a discussion of the criteria used. Consider involving students in
developing an assessment rubric.

Getting Started with Peer Assessment

e Identify assignments or activities for which students might benefit from peer feedback.

e Consider breaking a larger assignment into smaller pieces and incorporating peer
assessment opportunities at each stage. For example, assignment outline, first draft, second
draft, etc.

e Design guidelines or rubrics with clearly defined tasks for the reviewer.

e Introduce rubrics through learning exercises to ensure students have the ability to apply the
rubric effectively.


https://teaching.cornell.edu/spring-teaching-resources/assessment-evaluation/peer-assessment
https://teaching.cornell.edu/teaching-resources/assessment-evaluation/self-assessment
https://teaching.cornell.edu/teaching-resources/assessment-evaluation/using-rubrics

o Determine whether peer review activities will be conducted as in-class or out-of-class
assignments.

e Help students learn to carry out peer assessment by modeling appropriate, constructive
criticism and descriptive feedback through your own comments on student work and well-
constructed rubrics.

e Incorporate small feedback groups where written comments on assignments can be
explained and discussed with the receiver.

Other links to information on peer assessment:

https://www.uow.edu.au/student/learning-co-op/assessments/evaluation/

https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/assessment/peer/examples



https://www.uow.edu.au/student/learning-co-op/assessments/evaluation/
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/assessment/peer/examples
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