Introduction to Academic
Research and Writing
Session 3

A 6 session course on research and writing for the International
Law program

Subject focus: International Law and Human Rights



Session 4

Planning and writing a research paper
Lecture:

e Structuring your essay

* Mapping your research plan

Finding sources

Annotated bibliographies

Writing your essay

Activity: Preparing a research plan and argument map

Writing entries for an annotated bibliography
Quiz



How to Structure an Academic Essay

* Understand the question
* Break down the topic into the main ideas
 What are the key themes you have been studying in your course
* What methods or theories will you use

 Understand the debate

 What are the main areas of debate in this field
* Do your research!



Develop Your Argument

REVIEW NOTE for Session 1
A Strong Argument:
Responds to a current issue or debate in the field
Is persuasive
Addresses counter argument
Gives evidence of wide and critical reading

Is clearly expressed



Essay Structure

Most undergraduate essays are around 1000-3000 words, and post-
graduate essays 2000-4000 words depending on the subject and
assessment task. This breakdown is a useful estimate for how to plan

your essay writing
* Introduction — about 10% of the essay

* Paragraphs — about 80% of the essay

* Conclusion —about 10% of the essay



Introduction

* This is not just a statement — it must introduce the topic and the
structure of the essay

* After reading it the reader should know what your main argument is,
and how you plan to argue this — you may need to include a theory



Introduction

A good introduction will be CLEAR, STRONG and PERSUASIVE

It will show you understand the question and will present a logical
argument

You will outline your argument — this is called ‘signposting” and will give
the reader an understanding of what to expect

To do this well you need to be confident in your knowledge — do your
RESEARCH!



Body of the Essay

Each paragraph should have one idea. Each paragraph can be broken
down into:

Topic sentence which introduces the argument — what is the paragraph about

Supporting Sentences — the body of the paragraph with evidence and analysis

Concluding and Linking sentences — finishes the paragraph and logically leads to
the net on



Conclusion

In the Conclusion you bring your research together and summarise the
key points and your argument

If there are outcomes and implications of your argument you can state
these

Try and conclude the essay with a strong sentence



Review

Once you have completed your essay take time to review the
assignment question

Make sure you have added source information to support your points
(most important)

Have you addressed the question well

Are your references correctly written (we will see examples next
session)

Check for spelling

TIP: Read the first and last sentence of each paragraph and see if they
link together well. Sometimes it is good to read these out loud.



Activity — Argument Maps

Example Essay Topic: International Human Rights Laws help to protect
Myanmar’s cultural Heritage. Discuss

Using the handout from Session 1.:

ldentify the research question and argument

Outline the topic sentences - do the paragraphs present the
argument?

s the structure of your research paper persuasive?



Doing your research

* Read widely and ask yourself..
 What debate is the author is responding to?

What is the author’s central argument

How are these ideas similar or different to others?

Are the ideas persuasive? Why/why not?

What does the author miss?



Tip

* Read with a purpose
* Have a strategy
* Engage with the literature!



Read with a purpose

* WHY am | reading this?

 What information do | need?

* How much time and energy can | put into this?
* Always have a question!

e Search for material using keywords

* Read the abstract and Introduction and Conclusion — you will get a
good idea if the article is helpful for your research



Finding Sources

We have discussed how to critique a paper. Where can we go to find
information?

e Library

* Online sources — not all are equal

* Consider if the web page is for public access or for academic access eg a
university of .edu website

* Is it a well-known web resource
* Check reviews of the website for the quality of the information
* Do other people cite the information?

A good site with older books and reference sources is archive.org



Note taking ideas

* Highlight parts of chapter or article

* Make comments in margins

* Take separate notes

* Draw

e Use reference system — can be an annotated bibliography
e Use Excel spreadsheet to track your references

e or combination of all of the above



Categorising data and analysis

Title - Year Purpose Study Design | Key words
reference

Galloway, A Pyu, Mon, 2011 Case for cross Comparative Pyu Mon

Charlotte Dvaravati cultural links Dvaravati
Artistic based on art Art
Continuum forms

Arrange as best suits your own needs and study approaches

17



Style of Writing and YOUR Voice



Academic Language

* |s formal — for example, you would say ‘children’, not ‘kids’
* Requires you to follow formal guidelines for referencing

e Requires attention to detail - ACCURACY

* Spelling and formatting

e Date and number format must be consistent eg
* 1920s or 1920’s
e Usually write numbers in full up to twenty, then write as numerals eg ten and 52.
* Spell out a full name of an organisation or business the first time you mention

them, then ucan use abbreviation eg the Ministry of Religious Affairs and
Culture (MORAC) is responsible for.... Last week MORAC announced...



Flow and Cohesion

* To show time relationships - First second, third etc.; previously; next; finally
etc

* To add information - Furthermore; moreover; in addition; another
factor/point; similarly; for example, etc.

* To show logical relationships - Consequently; thus; if...then constructions; as
a result; therefore etc.

* To draw a ‘conclusion” - This
implies/shows/suggests/indicates/demonstrates; to clarify etc



Sighalling your argument with adjectives and
verbs

* ‘Smith’s rigorous approach highlights the nexus..
* ‘Smith’s seminal text demonstrates..’

* ‘While Smith (2017) argues that... numerous studies
indicate that...’

* ‘Smith et al (2017) contend that...’

* ‘The thorough research by Smith (2017) and ones (2016)
illustrates that...’

* ‘Smith’s claims are based on a number of assumptions’



Authorial voice and style

* ‘Smith’s position, however, contrasts with....

* ‘There is good reason, however, to question the result of Smith’s
study..’

* Although there is much to learn from Smith’s analysis, it is important
to acknowledge....

Everyone has their own style of writing and we want to hear how you
express yourself BUT sometimes we need to modify our ‘style of voice’
for academic writing



Active and Passive Voice

* Avoid passive verb constructions eg.

* Passive: The sculpture was first discovered by Taw Sein Ko while
excavating at Bagan

* Active: Taw Sein Ko discovered the sculpture while excavating at
Bagan

Can you tell the difference? An ‘Active Voice’ will make your writing
more confident



Tip

To check your authorial voice, ask
someone who does no know your subject
to read your paper and tell you how
strong they think your argument is



How a Research Paper is Assessed

e Remember — you are writing a paper that will be read by academics

* Is there a marking rubric? There are many different types. The net
slide includes an example. You should check what your teacher is
expecting from your paper

* Key points
* Does the abstract, title and keywords accurately describe the content of the
paper
* Does the Introduction outline the purpose of the paper
* Does the Conclusion link to the aims as stated in the Introduction



Example of an Essay Marking Rubric souce: https://ar.cetl.hku.hk/am essay.htm

MARKING RUBRICS Excellent Proficient Average Poor
CONTENT
Introduction: Attitude is defined; thesis is clearly ~ Thesis is clear; provides direction for  Unclear; formulaic; not creative Introduction is incomplete,
focused; subject is significant essay ineffective, or missing
Idea Development: Interesting; sophisticated; insightful  Clear and Thoughtful Simplistic; uneven in quality; lacking Absent or ineffective
in relevance
Support or Evidence: Detailed; accurate; convincing Sufficient and accurate Uneven Vague, missing, or inaccurate
Word Choice: Engaging and powerful choice of Appropriate to task Uneven Limited, monotonous,
words inappropriate
Conclusion: Extends; connects; comments on Purposeful and perceptive Summarizes previously stated Absent, incomplete, or
topics information unfocused

ORGANIZATION

Topic Sentences: Clearly related to thesis; Comprehensive and logical Provides bland restatement of Absent
comprehensive; incorporates thesis; narrow or inaccurate
effective transitions

Paragraph Order: Contributes to an effective Demonstrates a clear plan Ineffective or inconsistent Random
argument; reinforces the content

Transitions: Effective and varied Clear and functional Mechanical Absent

Sentence Structure: Complete; varied; interesting Complete and correct Variety is present; some errors are  Repetitious; fragments and run-
evident ons are frequent

Punctuation/Spelling:  Error-free Present but do not interfere with Careless or distracting Block mean

meaning


https://ar.cetl.hku.hk/am_essay.htm

summary

In this session we have looked at:
* Basic essay structures

 How to plan an essay

* Styles of academic writing

Always check your assessments guidelines — every course may be
different

Give yourself time to review your written work



Quiz

Q.1. How should your topic be?

A. Broad

B. Narrow

C. Very Narrow
D. Very broad

Q.Z.?In an ideal situation, after narrowing the topic, what would be the next most logical
step?

A. Write a rough draft

B. Read as much as possible to be well informed
C. Develop a thesis

D. Goto thelibrary



Q.3 What is the main idea or topic sentence of the entire research paper?
A. Hypothesis

B. Topic Sentence

C. Thesis Statement

D. Declaration

Q.4 What domain would you consider the MOST reliable?
A. .com

B. .net
C. .org
D. .edu

Q.5 What domain would you consider the LEAST reliable?
A. .com

B. .net
C. .org
D. .edu



Q.6 What should be the main goal in revising the research paper?

A.

B.
C.
D

Adding outside source information to back up your points
To make sure you have included all your thoughts

To fix all the spelling and grammar mistakes

To make sure your handwriting is legible

Q.7 In an annotation, what is being spoken about?

A.

B.
C.
D

The main arguments of the source

The strengths and weakness of the source
Relevance to your topic/thesis

A,BandC

Q.8 Why is an annotated bibliography helpful?

A.

B
C.
D

It can remind you why you selected a specific source
A,Cand D

Why that source is relevant

reveal whether or not you agreed or disagreed with its point



Q.9 What are the 3 key words to remember when evaluating a source?
A. credible, relevant, trustworthy

B. religion, social issues, government

C. credible, reliable, relevant

Q.10 Which of the following is not part of a conclusion?
A. Restate the question

B Opinion

C. Summary

D New detail

Q.11 Which of the following is not acceptable in academic writing...
A.  Children

B Teacher

C. Manager

D Kids



Answers

Session 3
QLB
Q2.
Q3.
Q4.
Q5.
Q6.
Q7.
Q8.
Q9. C

Q.10. D
Q.11.D
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PROGRAM: INTERNATIONAL LAW

COURSE: INTRODUCTION TO ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND WRITING

SESSION 3 — ACTIVITY

Purpose:
The purpose of this activity is to further develop skills in assessing and structuring an academic essay

Requirements:
PPT lecture notes from Session 3. This activity should come after the Session 3 lecture.

Readings and Session 3 Additional Course Material

Activity: 30-40 minutes
Creating an essay plan. The task is to assess and break down the published reading into a structured
essay plan and research plan.

Giuliani, E. 2016. Human Rights and Corporate Social Responsibility in Developing Countries’
Industrial Clusters. Journal of Business Ethics 133:39-54 DOI 10.1007/s10551-014-2375-5 (reading
from International Human Rights Law course)

Is this paper asking a question or is it exploring a topic? What are the keywords? What do you expect
to read in this article?

e The title suggests it is an exploration of a new topic.

e Do you think the keywords connect well with the title of the paper and the abstract?

Abstract: the abstract indicates the author is addressing a CURRENT DEBATE in the field — that
corporate social responsibility (CSR) is a challenge for companies in developing countries.

What is the argument? You can only have an argument if you have something to argue for or
against. What is the starting assumption?

e The abstract indicates that the author will argue that the human rights policies of individual
organization is more important than the CSR policies of an industry cluster. This argument
can only be upheld if we assume that the foundation assumption is true, that industry
clusters are often forced to adopt CSR policies by international buyers.

e Are there any other assumptions made in the abstract?

e How can you be sure this IS a current debate in the field

What does this argument add to the debate and literature?

e The abstract states that the paper will elaborate on a typology of industrial clusters and
‘discuss an agenda for future research and elaborate on the potential methodological
intricacies related to the research on the interface between industrial clusters and human
rights’.

e Does the paper do this effectively?

Next step — read the introduction. Is it effective in setting the scene for the rest of the paper?
e |t defines what it means by industrial clusters by giving clear examples
e |t provides context for the argument using literature from the formative time period
e Some of the references are not very current



It discusses why industrial clusters were formed
It explains how international supply chains have forced cluster responses to human rights
It explains why this has become a concern
e |t places the role of the International Declaration of Human Rights in the argument
e It outlines the structure of the paper
Do you agree or disagree with these statements?

Body of the paper
e Practice the 4S approach
e Read the first and last sentence of each paragraph — some of the sentences are very long!
e Do the paragraphs link together well?
e Are the subheadings accurate

Arguments — look for statements of facts that you might question. For example:

e last paragraph page 42. ‘Whilst the focus on labour standards is salient to the present
analysis, there is a need to extend the perspective on cluster rights enjoyment to
stakeholders who deserve their rights to be respected or protected (see the introduction).
Question —who says there is a need to do this, isit the author? Is it other academics? Always
guestion statements of ‘fact’.

e Canyou find other examples?

Conclusion
e Does the conclusion align with the Introduction and abstract?
e Are all areas covered?
e Do you think the keywords are adequate?

References
e Are the arguments well supported by the literature?
o Are the references from good sources?
e Are they recent?

To conclude this assessment — who is the author, is this a good academic journal, has the article
been peer reviewed? If possible, can you search to see if this research has been cited by other
people — this is a measure of the impact of the article.

Activity: Prepare an essay plan based on this article
e Overall word count —around 6500 words
e Introduction 10% - essay plan 3-4 sentences to outline the introduction
e Body of the essay around 80% - divide into sections
e Conclusion —about 10% of the essay, maybe a little less
e Write down search terms
e Qutline your research plan
o Keywords
o What order will you do your research in
o Where will you look for sources

Teacher Notes:
Students can work in groups or individually. Each subheading can be used as a group discussion
topic. You can work through this paper with group discussion, taking a step-by-step approach. You



can also choose to give students a different paper and repeat the exercise. You can also give
students a research topic and ask them to present a research plan.
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