Introduction to Academic
Research and Writing
Session 2

A 6 session course on research and writing for the International
Law program

Subject focus: International Law and Human Rights



Session 2

How to Research and Critique the Literature
PPT Lecture:

Analysis of a research paper

Assessment Tasks:

Self-directed critique of a research paper



Where to start your research

 What is the research question
* What are the keywords — this will help you target your research

* How much research do you need to do — your course assignments
might indicate how many academic sources you should have in your

paper
* Plan how you will take notes about your research findings — this can
be an annotated bibliography

* Plan your time



Keywords

KEYWORDS are very important when you are looking for sources.

For Example : ‘Can Human Rights be part of the management of
Cultural Heritage in Myanmar?’

What keywords will you use to search for research papers?

Human rights, Heritage, Myanmar will give you some references BUT
you can look more broadly.

To answer this question you will need to develop an argument THEN
you can target your research



‘Can Human Rights be part of the management of
Cultural Heritage in Myanmar?’

To effectively develop your argument you will probably want to support
your position by finding examples where Human Rights have become
part of cultural heritage management.

Keywords: human rights cultural heritage management

Then you might need to choose examples from countries that might be
useful comparisons eg Thailand, Cambodia or Indonesia

Keywords: human rights cultural heritage management Thailand

You can see how important it is for authors to choose the right
keywords to help people find their research!



Critiguing the Literature

°* noun

1.a detailed analysis and assessment of something, especially a
literary, philosophical, or political theory.

* verb
1.evaluate (a theory or practice) in a detailed and analytical way.

2."the authors critigue the methods and practices used in the
research”

Source: Oxford Languages

‘Critiquing’ means analysing the sources you find in your research and
assessing them for their merit. It does NOT mean ‘criticising’



Critiguing the Literature

Not all academic articles are ‘equal’ — just because it is published does
not mean it is ‘good’ research. You must learn how to identify strong,
reliable academic research (see course guide Session 2).

And Wikipedia is NOT, NEVER an acceptable academic source!



Read with a Purpose

* Sometimes you will find too much information. How can you ruse your
time effectively to sort through the information

* The 4S system

e Search
* How is the article laid out, how are the sections arranged (detail)
e Skim
* Look at abstract, key words, headings
e Select
* Which sections are relevant
e Study

* Closely read these sections and take notes



When reading an academic source consider:

* WHO has written the paper
« WHERE was it published
* WHEN was it published

* IMPACT



What next?

* Do the papers suggest areas for further research?
* Do they make you ask yourself any questions?

e Can you use these articles for your own research?
 What are the next research questions??



Annotated Bibliographies

This is a way of taking notes about the research papers you have read.

An Annotated Bibliography MUST include:
Title
Annotation (summary)
Citation

An annotated bibliography is a good way for you to take notes. It is also a
good assessment tool as what you write can tell the teacher what you have
read, and understood



Annotated Bibliography

Keep the following questions in mind to help target your research and
prepare an annotated bibliography:

1.What topic/problem am | investigating?

2.What question(s) am | exploring? Identify the aim of your literature
research.

3.What kind of material am | looking at and why? Am | looking for journal
articles, reports, policies or primary historical data?

4.Does each text relate to my research topic and assignment requirements?

5.What are the essential or key texts on my topic? Am | finding them? Are
the sources valuable or often referred to in other texts?



Writing an Annotated Bibliography

e Each annotation should be concise — it is a summary, not an essay.
* Annotations should not usually be more than one paragraph
* You should write in full sentences, not in note form

The next slide is an example of an annotated bibliographic reference. It

highlights the key points that should be in an annotated bibliography
(modified from University of New South Wales study guide)



(1) Trevor, C.0., Lansford, B. and Black, J.W., 2004, ‘Employee turnover and job performance: monitoring
the influences of salary growth and promotion’, Journal of Armchair Psychology, vol 113, no.1, pp. 56-
64.

(2) In this article Trevor et al. review the influences of pay and job opportunities in respect to job
performance, turnover rates and employee motivation.(3) The authors use data gained through
organisational surveys of blue-chip companies in Vancouver, Canada to try to identify the main causes
of employee turnover and whether it is linked to salary growth.(4) Their research focuses on assessing
a range of pay structures such as pay for performance and organisational reward schemes.(5) The
article is useful to my research topic, as Trevor et al. suggest that there are numerous reasons for
employee turnover and variances in employee motivation and performance.(6) The main limitation of
the article is that the survey sample was restricted to mid-level management,(7) thus the authors
indicate that further, more extensive, research needs to be undertaken to develop a more in-depth
understanding of employee turnover and job performance.(8) This article will not form the basis of my
research; however it will be useful supplementary information for my research on pay structures.

Key

(1) Citation

2) Introduction

3) Aims & Research methods

4) Scope

5) Usefulness (to your research/ to a particular topic)

6) Limitations

7) Conclusions

8) Reflection (explain how this work illuminates your topic or how it will fit in with your research)

(
(
(
(
(
(
(



Exercise:

Compare the following two articles and complete the critique
framework.

Jeremie Gilbert. 2017. ‘Indigenous Peoples, Human Rights, and Culturl Heritage: Towards a Right to
Cultural Identity’. In Alexandra Xanthaki, Sanna Valkonen, Leena Heinamaki and Piia Kristina
Nuorgam (eds). 2017. Indigenous Peoples’ Cultural Heritage: Rights, Debates, Challenges Leiden:
Brill, pp.20-38.

Jonathan Liljeblad and Khin Thinn Thinn Oo. 2020. ‘World Heritage sustainable development policy
& local implementation. Site management issues using a case study of Sri Ksetra at Pyu ancient
cities in Myanmar’. Sustainable Development 28: 468-477.

The two handouts in this session’s course materials can guide you
through the exercise



Objectives
Theory
Concepts
Argument
Method
Evidence
Values
Literature
Contribution
Style

Conclusion



Writing Style

________Glket | Lijebladand Khin ThinnThinn 00

Structure

Paragraph
linkage test

Authorial
style

Passive voice



Exercise:

Using the two articles, write an annotated bibliography



summary

In this session you have learned some of the skills to:

* Critigue an academic paper
* Write an annotated bibliography

These skills will help you to research efficiently and effectively



omL

0P

o0

C—
Ouvo—

o0

CO

(&)

OO

396
J

QJD

oo

!

O

?COEOJOG

i

D000

o 0660 O C %060 (@)
§$0008|3Cs80CEP I2OCS

C

C

C
SCOO0D0:6
¢

]l o

C

éoomoeoeszaoe)sgwézaoo(rg 0600
(@] L
OoOC C
(fcocﬂoca)@a)coo§o

ocC
%C



O C.
39(BCO\J

19

L

o

QOGO Q?GCDQ)

\
Ol
@)

PPT eme@p

?Q)’JOO

L

00]~{0}00,



COOPIeHEP

C

L

O

L ﬁSOO 00O

SCDGOOCD

C
0CEl

N
QO

Q. U)’)Qﬂ’)g

¢
3%

(o]
o

?G@

L

* 060020

fore

OOé 20CEl

C

o
o

‘96

o
o

C

o
o

P

¢

o
(\?8

oC

C\D?@@

o
o

O

* 320000

o
o

Q
(YI.E@GO

CO

®)
0

D

CQo

%Q{PSO@é 0

sO0J00

C ¢
CDCOO?
C
>

)

C
- 20CEl

C
0D

SR
230909 (T.llé

(o]

o
o

Sef o
5305(g|000

* 0
o
1

00
o=
i



éll

@8(3]00

?3’36618

300 C3’BC\)C
° @ ol

‘P

L

o

32000

6168@]08&{]’)80‘% ﬂ’)@(g&)é%@q

oo~

7(0Q

“3J

®<%C(3]

COoC

s

Cc C
eommz@m 399039661800
o ILe O o
2000708
2060020

C
?Q)’)U)Qoeﬂ’)

L



-
Jh

O% 00
LO ¢S
oB- 05
D 8§
C—

(DS
“q) 8

- 0

ol

C
Q)S’BSCS’BGG]_EOO
ILeo O o

C

C

8000060)61?

°G(.)°C\%GOQ~) CII
o o L 8

0
O
L

OOO

OmL

CQo

CQo

5

C

c0OODC

0o

PN

306

o
o

o
o

)

OOBGO'{IS

o
o

9

ILe

I C\)’JB%C&’JBG

o
o

P

o
o
L

C ,] C
3200 OO@
| 0)338(5:326

C o c ¢ O
OOCG(G)};Q\IOOG]_? C\?

326

C
o GG]%GOO’)C
TR

o
(]

C

OOBGO'ZH

]
(]

9

ILe

o
o

P
Q)’JGG]_SO%Q{PS@TS&BGU)&)?Q{P

0269:299P

o
o
L

0

PROMOAD

¢c ¢ ¢
? C]CK)O

CaLAPY,

o
o

P

o
o

o
L

0

320MONMII:C0

22

¢ C
VA Ak

Sﬂ’)@

ielop

IL

9]
O?C\)

o
o

C
Cs

o
o

C

bl

C

8390800 o



Q)’JGOGO(D%GG]_

o
o

c

° ?596’

C 0601 3220

o

C
SOD@
IL

1. 300

[o30065

t

L

O
s 60V

RSP

C
s9C 3260V

] o

8@@58%]’)

3ilgoope 925

C
C

2. "meelgaoepeipgoo

C C
3961C339@®I G320

U)’JQTJ(D(UJS({PZ

092

[}



(o]
o

Q)’JGOGO(O%GG]_

0]

0]
O? GSQC\)GOII

;
¥
3

¥

A
gﬁsw@' 206000
C
20 3
S _0ocCc 0
9 20k 7

C
oD
C

IL

SO O o0~ /(0

3
Cm 3
S%— O
@ (I
cm ;

CO
2 &
3 &
oM v
o5 L
@ 8§
]@) 0



o0

CO

e

CQo

SRR

C C C
ngaﬁlmga(\)méﬂ’)

C
Oﬂe[n_‘)u 2000

C

9]

C C
o&?&)eo? DCcOD
oc _¢C__¢.
FCopogpo

P

OOGGPOOGGPOO 39&?2%]

o
o

C
C

9
(%SQQC

C
3’3(\)004{]’%39(\07
O O O C

C)?OOO

‘g

o9

3

)

8

&I

3

B O

TS

o %7

> T

S

rog 3

S :

CWJ oml mﬂ@

> 8 S

3- S So

Q] o Y S

CML_ m M%L w

3 “Q B op-

oo U5 @ 3] S

S (s 3 &

S C g O

8 6 g og-cq £t

{283

p\nw Cw M.w Cﬂ

© Cm o m
% ° Omﬂ. ° W ° mo
&= © &° )



QGO39

IL

C
0WOD

cC ¢(rCc o
STJ OOOOCOQCOSQDO?

C Oo¢C
qoacec

>

O

C
qo:l)’.)omOoa)@ )

L

O

C
00000:M 6

o)

GO?C)O@S G?GP

"5
ml_
oQ-

O
°

O
°

Q]
o(0-

°8



C C C R
G?’)(DOOQ)@LCD CD’)Eﬂ’)oC\)II

* Q (D’JOOéSQﬂ’)gCDé G?’J(YSOO(SO?GU)CD?@[Q% ?OS()OSQ{I’)S(TCI%

o

9@[(3]0&(\)’)8"

Séﬂ’.)g G@SG(D(S]OOC\)’JSII

o
PBOOOCIEON$IFOIMD ﬁeaoo&& Tep,
1 ? o) Q ° °QtP° L

¢
GOOOD?GQSQ?SGOQOO CD’)GOBC\\)II

5
3n
S
Cn

O



o
o

P

o
o

C

geogs

o
o

C

23008 (7CZJ($>

o
o

C
QJQOO

305(g|oo

?@’)O‘)GSQ{PSZB’BG

H 000 O?GO’.)OO

SL

c. ¢ . c, c, ¢
EJ)OOQJ(T.)@I.CD’)OGCD’) OCEIQO[QI.Q)’JQCOCD(D

’]C C
G CS(DE

)

C

C

C

C
QJ(T.)
MO

00D

J

2*2U®

(ezlep]

C

SQJOO

9]

L

“3]

Cw leu

@B

B

oo q

o) Qo

8 (5

@

D

o cO

AJ og~

C% 5

"I

2. 8

S 5

A

cmo MJ@
o leu

C@ q mL

3 3 ¥

cQ %

J -

(3N 3 w@l

D OML Cm

& &8

S “B) 78

¢ 3 B

m o) “g3)

o oo w

D § i

mﬂcm o33

v Cw m

- 3 &



C c@ ) 00@ oS35 $3:c02528 N30
?OO%IOO lOODoGC)OO W{IQO lOTJGlCo(T.L)C\)@o ?’LC\)@%C() OO@

1. eéo&ésae@)ézsaep/@an%’xﬁ 08]% O?O)QSOG?QDA?@ Il
C C

C C C 9] cC 9] C
2. e@w@eeog§o(eﬂoo)(@ Oglélu D (D@oﬂ’)G(éOG CD’)C\)II Q)C@SQ)’JGOQ)GU)OO?@TS 61@6100%] O? G(SOCIL)U)O Il

3. QéQO?OGOO’) 39%](7839(\)(78&{]’)3(709 ﬁpe(g&?@z 3930008@')9?@3” (‘H’J?QDGSO’JCS(S]%{P%I 398616&@9%]9“ ?&32{]’)3
OS@O')US 336@5&)86833%(633(\)(7508 GT)G(QG?O 20Q0D3ll
T 1 L 117°0

4. ©O2003 U)Q)@Q)OO (0P &Ogﬁ ODGU)OO Gé]é°® C&é U)’JOCGO":?B(S@é &O)((:‘ (\03396 (YS °&6 &)(TSQ)(SG (S]ODC\TJ"II

. @O.IL ‘? °81o ‘?" LGT)L E{IQ{PHO ‘13 °
€6 C o _C 0 cC__ 0o c C C 00
&Lt()‘g] 396@'30 396T)3’BU)(T) 86]@@@(\?330@039 OD@(DU) 3200(MMO®O20D3 HOMP) 3’33)00?88" CICSO'J(TJ
(TO).I%(SW (DG«?(’)’]OO(\)’J I CIC 396]_0 39@6%]’3833&‘) 39(9 U)?(S]ODC\)’J OD@(QUS 30 3@’)30’)3%]’)3@(?

61é£)3«$ 00032 GC\)G]OOC\)’) ol



5
“0
wl_
2
&
QY
NS
&
D, =
q Cwo
) 3
& 5
&
Q) Q)
‘s
mel m
_ cmu_
leu m
3w
cQo. 00—
3 8
e CQo
C% m
OML m
CCQl. o
ONL %
CML C@
0 O
cm o
O
22 ()
(>3 >
e “E
Cﬂ Cﬂ
5 B
- -

C ﬁ C
OOQ)@L€1 80@’)0’)@
C
C

032003
C O
(T)Qﬂ)g()?

L

0]
C3s 32

C
O

5)

o
o

23008 (‘f{l@
’]O
E30E000200

C

[91eo9
ﬂﬂ@é '33@0032%]

¢ O
(@)
o [g¢

o
o
o
o

C
C
¢

C

[gleo
[glo09
goodpgh

C

o
o

C

23008 0‘{]6
C

C

L

¢
Q

m

C
c¢C

0]

C

305(glo0

C

Gc?’)(T)SOC\?OOOO@ QJ-)OOQIOO
SeH=1Sealenl=leHab 1 loslosloblabN=~Tablabs)

C
00D
iL

]
(002



(D
e Z
o D-
B %
COo
S S
© cm
OmL MM
& "5
o3~ W
e
e? cm
o
)
3 c%l
g~
2 w s
)
& ccmﬂ @
CQo = -
Qe @
% 9 g
D ‘R og=
o~ g =
© =
8 = cmu
m cw\ &)
C% MIH “m
O b4 on.|%L
m -
iowd g
“3o M%m_ m “g
Ch— mo ,:me mo
g &eg- g
CQo (@] OWL o
- g 2
C oo 0 -
AL
B = v o 8.
O O~ O mdom
Q ©2 a4l 0T
§ @ o S o2
g B8 8%
(&7
£8 %%
2l B
m/cmu @0 0Q~ o7
(&7 CQo
pu w C%l 8 G-
= m‘avl_ COL COL Cwﬂ
g0 2o
5 q) § o
5 o Qe 98~
= O m B
© \mOC m m
€ 83 ¢ 8
) uep)
21 8% A
CQo Wem w m
o Q g o
. ML ) m o
og 28 S .9
o) CQo O
0) Cm m &H %J
S° 09 oG m.. %
o O m E me
- (@ 5 QG
2 oo "]
©“6 g g5 8
DI 3 G
° &g 8B
5 £ 88
) 2 B
G qp\GlC@ Q
\mM ogs ¢l cml o®
24 30 8§

2q]q03

owl.

5

g

@

omh. m«dﬁ

\mo @/ mw

W Cl“ r\ml

C%b ml_ w

& o 8

em % ML

0o (Se)

® B g 5

T

g § 8 .. 3

ch @_@M\Bcc

;. Ol

790 s Lo “RQ Cﬂ

S O (@ go =

‘9 B § 5

2SN 0e= “8 8 ¢

O =3 838

w 5 S, Ls ©Q YO

g 8 o7 g g°D

28 £58 3

T 2% 5D
TUEOEOET § E
R F Lk
oz m w cmo “g cmo wlccﬂ m
ccoc%ocm._ 8 mocm m m o
mw melu % C% m © O mw
o ©O nﬂ e 3~ 2, %
5. 2EL T8 g8
=3 “?) m 8 “3 me 00~ md
W m w C..\wICNw m Mw C%C q =
(%% anh CO @O%L 3 % mpcmp
cwcmcmcm o € g8 3 & 3
) omu 3 8 &H@m& )
5% 8 8. o3 e
FELERL g
8 o Qem Q) § 8o & 3. 2"
GIIENGSCIN o e g o
5, V38 § 2 Tsmg S
280 56 ¢ € gy g B
8 m Q oG K ﬂwwu 2 5 8
E RN XN
m h%l m WI_ &H CWh Cw OmL Ce@
8 ‘3 os O (&8 w31 2 8

5 8 MBI & &g
“3. 08~ ¢ @cm £ &8 8 5
e & €@ g g g
@%mo%zp\mzemc%
cO “Q 8 “Q) m @ Mﬂcoo 5 g
g° o= T e S
2 ¢ 3.8 %R .9 8
% § “6 § oo “Q S @ 2 Q
AL BR DR,
20 L QO g &
C8 B8 8ECHEE THO®

°
o

P

¥
2
“q)
%=
3
)
()
wl.
b
&
Cm m
RS
g 0
@3 mml
4 g
o o

)

L

o C (9}
0'336{)0)0)9'_03

C
el

o
o

Cg

o
o

C Q

o/ D

C@ﬁ O?GO)OD?@I_SH

C

(20

C
0OCo
I

°
o
°

L

(5) 32

C

C

%oaooqlmeﬂo:

©) o

C

(T)QJO’SQ{PS

(9) eom

(9] C o O
3’361’3(7) 3’3(\)(:3@0 20
L L Lo

o
o

C
C

ﬁzae@o

C
20Ca

c>c C C C
c@cz (qc:zao‘i_)ooae

Sonbedleg

() co



c C
GOOMCa5s

C ’] C ’] O 0OC C 2] C ’]
c3200D0I30DC0 j§ 0? &CSOLJ)E[SS GO(D%%IOOQI%GOO’JCO? 39[980000() Il

[
-

e(quggc\goo?orgn JOO?II 'gJGc?U?(SgGl(SSQ)’)gC\R%FQinI C\R?’Bg(g%@élg?é wéeqzﬁeﬂzeméz:{aeg%?&msl (Dé@()’ilgﬁ&%éq)

C [} C 9 C c ¢ C o 9 co_ ¢ 9o oC e Co C o C
3’3GOO’)003’3OO’)oEﬂ’)oC)?o ejgﬁ?m.?%neﬂoﬂ”@con 3’2(\)00@?36]? @200MI OZ)??’)G@’)C\)O???I C\)m?’)O?C:?’)@’)(D?Co) OGP 861@@0)?’)%6{)0@
(O)ég[gdg)ll JOO?II 59673%5)&6]&3)93(2’/)5@75wéGO?/{/??Gﬁfémcg’@Gg@_‘ﬁégl 32(?53266]5’(2’/):/ g&?}?’(z’/?ﬁ/ 0975(69@(2795 GC\)3$I CDGGISI
(e)(e)IJO-?G)II

o O c C c ¢ _¢C Co <9, " o < C C C o C o 9} R "] C oC
G()O’)?CDC\)(ZIOOU)C\)S C 9C20Cs00Cs 8 IIJOJOII (DG’)GG] =10 plox: 3’2663’3&@ eem@oo@oooapj o [9[ Cf? CDOOGSIOQIEO 3?(5? G3OD&?C€P
C C ¢ OCo c C ¢C O
326D C3200006W0D ﬁll @?%%CCG} Lﬂ”_GG] HE{08 10 [9[&{]’) 6] ODGGlG@U)&T)@'ﬁ@(DGlUQJ):?GC\)C\)O%I(D(’Y? 3’30? l@

gﬁ&)CU)?S@W Q)C%]S&?%SU)QSSO%@%Q{PS% C\)(TS(T)QSS@’JG@’J& OOé GC\?(T.ZICE@%SOPI)



3’36@7)(’633@’)3
Q—ﬂ’)g
Q
2

¢
¥
(9]~10)

cO
00— Oml. oml.
e Ovo—



“8

oC

o o
o o

Q)’JGG]_

92¢]
®I_
o 8
s %8
& 2 COL
m Cm = -
°@”’ o5 )



o
o

¢ _ C
CSQ'S

GCOM)



C

8%“_0

C

2R

C

Ty

C

L

C
O

L

C
CsO00IM G

O
C

C

C
C

23008 (T{Ib”

C

o
o

CETJ ®’JOOQ98(7)®G®’JCO? GO(D?G]}?
s(gjo09

0
9053)(y|co

OC
L

+ 0p

Oovg—



kor 1ngingy

revi

. 2
it=:t e (sl N
g wrvedetrore

THE UNIVERSITY OF
MELBOURNE

“Critical thinking

Problem solving

Writing an annotated
bibliography

A first step in reviewing the literature

The sources you choose will depend on your topic. Your

What is an annotated bibliography?

An annotated bibliography provides a brief account of
the available research on a given topic. It is a list of
citations, each followed by a short paragraph, called the
annotation, of about 150 words, commenting on the
sources cited.

Depending on your assignment, in this paragraph you
may reflect on, summarise, critique, evaluate or analyse
the source. An annotated bibliography may be a
component of a larger assignment or it may be a stand-
alone document.

Why write an annotated
bibliography?

Depending on your specific assessment, you may be
asked to create an annotated bibliography for the
following reasons:

. To familiarise yourself with the material available
on a particular topic

. To demonstrate the quality and depth of reading
that you have done

. To exemplify the scope of sources available—such
as journals, books, web sites and magazine articles

. To highlight sources that may be of interest to
other readers and researchers

. To explore and organise sources for further
research, e.g. as the first step toward a literature
review

What kind of resources should be
studied for an annotated
bibliography?

In your annotated bibliography you should review
materials of an academic nature ranging from academic
books dedicated to the subject, to peer reviewed
journals Text books and web pages are generally not
appropriate as the content may be either too broad or
unreliable.

task is likely to be to find the best answer to clearly
defined question or problem, so you will be searching
for quite specific information. It is important that you
read and select from a range of material to obtain a
balanced or representative selection of materials on your
topic. In other words, do not select only that material
which you prefer or which you agree with. Also, ensure
that you include any references which are considered
central to your topic.

How to create an annotated
bibliography

First locate academic sources on your particular topic.
The following are good places to begin:

e Your lecture notes /references given in class

e The Lib Guide for your subject — go to:
http://www.unimelb.libguides.com/

e The subject liaison Librarian

Survey the literature available to find texts which best
address your topic or question. Read abstracts or
academic book reviews to help you select appropriately.
You should aim to cover a range of different approaches
to your topic.

Note down complete bibliographic details for your
chosen texts, in the referencing style preferred by your
department.

Read and take notes on vyour selected texts, with
attention to the author’s theoretical approach, the scope
of their paper within the topic, main points or findings on
the topic, and the author’s stance.

Evaluate as you read and reflect this in your notes; this
way your bibliography will not merely be a catalogue,
but present your own informed stance on the texts and
the topic as a whole.

Ask questions as you read. How well does this text
address your topic? Does it cover the topic thoroughly or
only one aspect of it? Do the research methods seem
appropriate and does the argument stand up to scrutiny?
Does it agree with or contradict other writings on the
same topic?
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Create a bibliography, listing texts in alphabetical order,
followed by a paragraph which summarises each text
and explains how the text informs your particular topic,
or answers your research question. E.g. does it provide
background information? If so, what kind? Does it
address a specific topical issue to go part way to
answering your question? What part does this text play
in creating a well rounded response to the research
question?

Include any limitations or weaknesses in the text as it
relates to your research topic.

What style of writing should |
use?

Department style guides or detailed assignment briefs
often provide information on the preferred citation style
and how to use it. For further information, the most
popular citation styles are explained in re:cite in the
website of the university library.

The annotation should be written in complete sentences
to form a cohesive snapshot of the text in words, and its
contribution to your research. You will need to be highly
selective and brief; aim to outline the text in less than
200 words.

What do | include in an annotated
bibliography?

An annotation may contain all or part of the following
elements depending on the word limit and the content
of the sources you are examining:

. the background of the author(s)

. the content or scope of the text

. the main argument

. the intended audience

e the research methods (if applicable)

. any conclusions made by the author/s
. comments on the reliability of the text

. any special features of the text that were unique or
helpful (charts, graphs etc.)

o the relevance or usefulness of the text for your
research

. in what way the text relates to themes or concepts
in your course

. the strengths and limitations of the text

. your view or reaction to the text

Sample annotation

Below is a sample annotation. The comments on the
right, explain the features or elements covered.

McFarlane, J.K. (1973). Standards of care—what
do we mean by care? Nursing Mirror. 143(23),
40-42.

The article examines the meaning of the word
The
responsibility of nurses to provide care is
legitimised in numerous documents, and the

‘care’ within a nursing context.

author goes on to identify key concepts related
to nursing care. In particular, these concepts
include assisting, helping and giving a service;
offering this service to people who need help
with daily living activities and to others who are
affected by health deviations or illness of some
kind. Moreover, the nurse’s caring role is
legitimised by the patients. Finally, the article
concludes by relating how these concepts are
put into operation by using the steps of the
nursing process — assessing, planning,
implementing and evaluating the patient’s need
for nursing care. The main limitation of the
article is that the research was only conducted
in large city hospitals. Therefore, while the
article is useful for an analysis of nursing care,
the limitations of its research base will require
some adaption to meet the needs of this
assignment that requires a commentary on
services in both city and country area hospitals.
(172 words)

<

-

<

—

The citation
information in the
same format as it
would be in the
Reference List

A short summary of
the theory, research
findings or argument

A short statement of
the author’s
viewpoint

Comments on the

usefulness  and/or
limitations of the
text for your
research

A final evaluative
comment on the
work, taking into
account how this
work will fit into
your research on a
topic

Further resources

University of New England Teaching and Learning
Annotated

Centre. Fact Sheets. the

Bibliography. Retrieved from:

Writing

http://www.une.edu.au/tlc/aso/students/factsheets/anno

tated-bibliography.pdf

University of New South Wales. The Learning Centre.

The Annotated Bibliography Retrieved from:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/annotated bib.html

Cornell University How to Prepare an Annotated

Bibliography Retrieved from:

http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/ref/research/skill28.htm

Owl at Purdue Annotated Bibliographies.Retrieved from:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/
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WRITING AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

What is an annotated bibliography?

An annotated bibliography gives an account of the research that has been done on a given topic.
Like any bibliography, an annotated bibliography is an alphabetical list of research sources. In
addition to bibliographic data, an annotated bibliography provides a concise summary of each source
and some assessment of its value or relevance. Depending on your assignment, an annotated
bibliography may be one stage in a larger research project, or it may be an independent project
standing on its own.

Selecting the sources:

The quality and usefulness of your bibliography will depend on your selection of sources.

Define the scope and limits of your research carefully so that you can make good judgments about
what to include and exclude:

* What problem am | investigating? What question(s) am | trying to pursue? If your bibliography
is part of a research project, this project will probably be governed by a research question. If
your bibliography is an independent project on a general topic (e.g. aboriginal women and
Canadian law), try formulating your topic as a question or a series of questions in order to define
your search more precisely (e.g. How has Canadian law affecting aboriginal women changed as
a result of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms? How have these changes affected aboriginal
women? How have aboriginal women influenced and responded to these legal developments?).

* What kind of material am | looking for? (academic books and journal articles? government
reports or policy statements? articles from the popular press? primary historical sources? etc.)

* Am I finding essential studies on my topic? (Read footnotes in useful articles carefully to see
what sources they use and why. Keep an eye out for studies that are referred to by several of
your sources.)

Summarizing the argument of a source:

An annotation briefly restates the main argument of a source. An annotation of an academic source,
for example, typically identifies its thesis (or research question, or hypothesis), its major methods of
investigation, and its main conclusions. Keep in mind that identifying the argument of a source is a
different task than describing or listing its contents. Rather than listing contents (Example 1 below),
an annotation should account for why the contents are there (Example 2).

Mclvor, S. D. (1995). Aboriginal women’s rights as “existing rights.”

Ex. 1 Canadian Woman Studies/Les Cahiers de la Femme 2/3, 34-38.

This article discusses recent constitutional legislation as it affects the human
Only lists | rights of aboriginal women in Canada: the Constitution Act (1982), its amendment in
contents 1983, and amendments to the Indian Act (1985). It also discusses the implications

for aboriginal women of the Supreme Court of Canada’s interpretation of the
Constitution Actin R. v. Sparrow (1991).



Mclvor, S. D. (1995). Aboriginal women’s rights as “existing rights.”
Canadian Woman Studies/Les Cahiers de la Femme 2/3, 34-38.
This article seeks to define the extent of the civil and political

Ex. 2 rights returned to aboriginal women in the Constitution Act (1982), research
in its amendment in 1983, and in amendments to the Indian Act question

Identifies (1985). This legislation reverses prior laws that denied Indian

the status to aboriginal women who married non-aboriginal men. On

argument the basis of the Supreme Court of Canada’s interpretation of the method &
Constitution Actin R. v. Sparrow (1991), Mclvor argues that the Act main

recognizes fundamental human rights and existing aboriginal rights, conclusions
granting to aboriginal women full participation in the aboriginal right
to self-government.

The following reading strategies can help you to identify the argument of a source:

 |dentify the author’s thesis (central claim or purpose) or research question. Both the introduction
and the conclusion can help you with this task.

* Look for repetition of key terms or ideas, especially those occurring in the thesis. Follow them
through the text and examine what the author does with them.

* Notice whether and how a theory is used to interpret evidence. Identify the method used to
investigate the problem/s addressed in the text.

* Notice how the text is laid out and organized. What are the main sections? What is
emphasized? Why? Accounting for why will help you move beyond listing contents and toward
accounting for argument. Look also for paragraphs that summarize the argument.

Assessing the relevance and value of a source:

Your annotation should now go on to briefly assess the value of the source to an investigation of
your research question. If your bibliography is part of a research project, briefly identify how you
intend to use the source and why. If your bibliography is an independent project, assess the
source's contribution to the research on your topic. Keep in mind models for assessing arguments in
your course materials and discipline.

* Are you interested in the way the source frames its research question or in the way it goes about
answering that question (its method)? Does the source make new connections or open up new
ways of seeing a problem? How effective is the method of investigation? (e.g. bringing the
Sparrow decision concerning aboriginal fishing rights to bear on the scope of women’s rights)

* Are you interested in the way the source uses a theoretical framework or a key concept? Why
do you find this use valuable? Is it problematic in some ways? (e.g. analysis of existing,
extinguished, and other kinds of rights)

* Does the source gather and analyze a particular body of evidence that you want to use? How
good is the evidence? (e.g. the historical development of a body of legislation)

* How do the source’s conclusions bear on your own investigation?

Written by Deborah Knott, New College Writing Centre. Copyright 2004. All rights reserved. Based on materials
originally developed for the Equity Studies Program, New College.

Visit our many files offering advice about university writing at www.advice.writing.utoronto.ca
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I E a P O ‘ o Teaching Intensive, Research Informed

Learning Excellence Achievement Pathway Online Tutorial

Critiquing a Journal Article
What is meant by Critique?

A critique is a detailed analysis or an evaluation of something, in this case a journal
article.

Being critical requires:

e Understanding the topic

e Analysis of evidence

e Evaluating

e Making a judgement based on evidence

e Developing your argument — Who, What, Why, When?

Being critical involves:

e Questioning — Who? What? Why? How? So what?

e Exploring — examine different perspectives on the same topic.

e Evaluating — look for strengths and weaknesses. Consider credibility,
reliability and validity of the information

e Developing your critical argument in relation to the evidence presented, i.e.,
your opinion backed up with facts

Literature review

e To critique a journal article you must understand the context of the research
e Use the library's Discover@Bolton service to find related articles

e Critically review the related literature. Does your author’s article support or
challenge the existing literature?

e Develop your argument supporting or disagreeing with the article. Use
evidence from existing literature to make your case

Top tips when reviewing literature:

e Make notes as you read

e Organise your notes into different points relevant to the article you are
critiquing.

e Keep alist of all sources you have read

e Books, journal articles, reports etc.

LEAP Online University of Bolton 2021



Always keep a record of the full reference.

Too much work at the end?

Reference as you go along
Use a referencing management tool such as Refworks in Discover@Bolton

Check out our video guide https://libguides.bolton.ac.uk/refworks

After your review of the literature, critique your article by asking the following
guestions:

1.
2. Why did the authors carry out the research?

3.

4. What did the results indicate? Think about the implications of the results in the

What is the article about?
What were the methods of research and data analysis?

context of your literature review?

Develop your critiques based on these.

As you read:

Pay particular attention to the introduction and conclusion, this will help you
summarise the article

Underline or circle points that need clarifying

Make notes or annotate the document

Highlight key points

Writing your critique

Introduction

Begin with a description of the article

Why are you critiquing it? Why is it important? You may make general
references to the literature

Do not include evidence or your argument — this will come in the main body
This should help give you the structure of your main body

Main Body

Each paragraph should contain a new idea which would expand your
argument

Include your evaluation and position on research design, research methods,
results analysis, author’s conclusions and contribution to the literature

LEAP Online University of Bolton 2021


https://libguides.bolton.ac.uk/refworks

e You may use phrases like 'admittedly’, 'it is true’, or 'one might object here'
and then strengthen your argument with words like 'however', 'but’, or
'nevertheless'

Conclusion

e Provide a brief summary of the main points that you have made and re-affirm
your position

e Suggest potential improvements to the research and ideas for further
research

Access LEAP Online at: www.bolton.ac.uk/leaponline

LEAP Online University of Bolton 2021
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CRITIQUING RESEARCH
Stdent Learning ARTICLES

Support Service

WHAT IS AN ARTICLE CRITIQUE?

A critique is a systematic way of objectively reviewing a piece of research to highlight
both its strengths and weaknesses, and its applicability to practice. Professionals often
need to be able to identify best current practice, and the ability to evaluate and use

published research is critical in achieving this. As such, it is a skill required in many
position descriptions. This guide suggests a detailed critique, such as is required in the
health sciences, and possibly other discipline areas. You are advised to check with your
tutors and assignment guidelines as to what your particular requirements are.

PUBLISHED RESEARCH

It is useful to have some background knowledge of the publishing process in order to understand published
research better. Researchers try to get their research published as a final step in the research process. They

aim for publication in professional journals to ensure the most appropriate readership and potential for
contribution to professional practice.

THE PUBLICATION PROCESS

Peer-reviewed journals are considered the best for publication because the contents are scrutinised by peers

for quality. Briefly, the process involves:

1.
2.

b

Submission of a manuscript to the journal.

The manuscript is reviewed by two experts in the field (without knowing the author[s]’ identity). The
reviewers each write a report referring to the article’s relevancy, the rigour of the research and its
potential contribution to the profession. The reviewers independently make recommendations as to
whether it should be published or requires further work.

An editorial board then accepts or rejects the paper based on the reviewers’ reports.

Authors may decide to adjust their article based on the reviewers’ reports and then resubmit to the
same or a different journal for further consideration for publishing. The paper will go through the
same review process.

PLANNING AN ARTICLE CRITIQUE

CHOOSING AN ARTICLE TO REVIEW

Consider the following:

Who is the target audience?

Does it favour a particular research approach (paradigm)?
Is there an editorial board? What are their qualifications?
Is the peer-review process clearly explained?

When was the article published?

Is the article a seminal piece of research (i.e. often cited by others)?

NOTE: Not all publications follow such rigorous procedures before publishing, and not all work that is
published is truthful or trustworthy.
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SOME USEFUL RESEARCH TERMINOLOGY

Research terminology can be off-putting to those not accustomed to it. Below are some terms that are useful
to understand:

o Ethics (ethical) clearance: when proposed research involves humans and/or animals, details
of the research and how it will be conducted must be approved by an Ethics Approval
committee. This process aims to protect the rights of humans and animals so that no harm
occurs to either as a result of research.

e |dentifying a ‘gap’: identifying a topic on which little or no research has been published, in
order to come up with a useful, original study.

e Reliability: an instrument’s ability to consistently and accurately measure the concept under
study.

® Representativeness (of a sample): the degree to which a sample reflects the population from
which it was drawn.

e Rigour: trustworthiness of documentation, procedures and ethics to establish credibility and
transferability.

e Theoretical framework: theories which provide boundaries for the study and guide all stages.

e Validity: the ability of an instrument to measure what it is supposed to measure.

THE STRUCTURE OF RESEARCH ARTICLE

Critical reviews for research are systematic. They begin at the title and review each section until the reference
list at the end. It is useful to ask yourself questions about the purpose of each component of the article, and
whether it achieves that purpose.

THE TITLE

Does the title clearly indicate what the research is about, without being extremely long or too short to be
informative? Are the variables or theoretical issues stated and any relationships between them?

THE AUTHOR(S)

What are the author(s)’ professional and academic qualifications? Have they published previously on a
similar topic?

KEYWORDS

Some journals require keywords to help to identify main areas of focus. Are these informative and relevant?

THE ABSTRACT

The purpose of an abstract is to provide a succinct summary of the contents of the article and is usually 50-
250 words in length, depending on journal requirements. It should contain enough information to enable a
reader to decide whether the article is of interest to them or not, so must be informative.

Ask yourself:

e Does it explain the purpose of the paper?

e Does it explain why the research was carried out?
®  What was accomplished?

®  What were the main findings?

®  What is the significance of the research?

o  What conclusions were reached?
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THE INTRODUCTION

The introduction should orientate the reader to the study by:

e giving a firm sense of what was done in the study
* introducing the question/problem

e developing the background of the study

® stating the purpose and rationale of the research.

Ask yourself:

o s the research question/problem researchable?
e Is the problem important enough to justify the research?
® Is the background of the research relevant to the research question?

THE LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature review should give an overview of the available literature which frames or surrounds the
problem being researched. It should look at the similarities and differences between the literature, as well
as the strengths and limitations. It should illustrate how the current study fits into the existing framework of
research or how it fills a gap in the literature.

Ask yourself:

e s the literature review broad, yet focused on the issue?

e s there historical as well as contemporary material to put the area of study into a context?
e s there convincing evidence to support assertions?

e Does it fairly represent opposing views?

e Does the literature review use a theoretical framework?

e Does it reveal gaps in the knowledge which this research will fill2

THE AIM:

The aim must be clearly stated, focused on one main idea and should convey the main purpose of the study.
Ask yourself: Do you have a clear idea of what the study tried to achieve?

THE RESEARCH DESIGN:

This section should clearly state what the researcher did and how it was done, allowing the reader to
evaluate the methods used, the consistency, the reliability of the study, its validity and whether it could be
replicated. As a minimum, there should be a brief synopsis of the research approach taken. Once the research
method is established, the reader can critique the research design for methodological rigour.

The method section of the research design usually has subsections which describe the participants, the
materials and the procedure. The detail should be sufficient to clearly explain the research design, without
excessive detail, so that no questions remain.

e Participants or sample: The number of participants, their characteristics and the selection process
used should be described. Do the participants represent the research well? If any participants did
not complete the study, this should be explained. Details such as any payments made to participants
and details of major demographic information should be made evident, for example, geographical
location, gender, age, affiliation with any institutions, etc.

e Ethics clearance: The process of obtaining ethics clearance and how ethical standards were
maintained should be made clear.
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o Use of apparatus: If any apparatus were used, it should be briefly identified and described, and
its function in the research explained. If any apparatus were obtained or donated by a commercial
source, this must be stated.

e Procedure: Each step in the research procedure should be explained. This includes any instructions to
the participants, the formation of groups, and any experimental manipulations. Any control features
in the research design should be stated.

Ask yourself:

o s there a clear rationale for the chosen research approach, methods and/or instruments used?
e |s the research method appropriate for the research question?

®  Was the collection of data appropriate for the research question?

e s there enough information concerning the participants?

®  What were the ethical considerations for the research and the participants?

*  Were the methods and/or instruments described in enough detail?

*  Were any ambiguous terms used?

e |s the method deemed reliable and valid?

e Are any limitations of the study discussed?

DATA ANALYSIS (also known as the ‘Results and Findings’ section)

This section should contain a summary of the data collected and the main results and findings, in enough
detail so that the reader can understand how the conclusions that are drawn later in the article have been
reached. In qualitative research, illustrative samples of data are frequently used. In quantitative data,
individual scores or raw data are not discussed. All relevant data, including that which runs counter to the
hypothesis, should be discussed.

Tables and figures should be used for clear representation of data (In the discussion section, this data should
be discussed in text, not as data.). The reader should be made clear as to what the data provided means
and why it is important.

Ask yourself:

®  Were the steps involved in the data analysis explained and the strategies justified?
®  Woas the data analysis rigorous enough to substantiate the claims?

o  Were all data taken into account? If not, why not?

e Are the presented results relevant to the research question?

e Do the tables and graphs (if any) make the data analysis clearer?

THE DISCUSSION

In this section, the implications of the research results are evaluated and interpreted in relation to the research
question. This is where the findings and the selected theoretical framework come together. The discussion
should contain a clear statement of support or otherwise of the original hypothesis or research question. The
results of this study and those of other studies should be discussed, and any suggestions for improvements or
further research are made here.

There should be no repetition of points already made in other sections.

Critiquing Research Articles_Nov 2020_V.1 © Student Learning Support Service, 2020

B4 siss@flinders.edu.au ] students.flinders.edu.au/slss



CRITIQUING RESEARCH

Student Leaiming ARTICLES

Support Service

Ask yourself:

e Have the results been interpreted in relation to the research question and aims?

e Have the results been discussed with reference to the research question, hypothesis (if applicable)
and theoretical or conceptual frameworks?

* Have conclusions and/or recommendations been appropriately drawn from the data analysis?

e Did the researcher highlight the most important results?

e Have the results been used to support or refute the results of other studies?

e How relevant and useful are the results to practice?

CONCLUSION
This section should summarise the main points and indicate the usefulness of the research. It should not include
any new information. Areas for future research may be suggested.

Ask yourself:

®  Were the main points drawn out?
o  Were fresh insights or a new perspective on the topic demonstrated?
e Have any recommendations been made based on the research?

®  Were there any suggestions for future research?

REFERENCE LIST OR BIBLIOGRAPHY

This should contain a list of all sources referred to in the article (in the case of a reference list) or all sources
actually accessed in preparation for the article (in the case of a bibliography).

Ask yourself:

e Are all sources cited clearly and with full bibliographic details provided?
® Has a wide range of works in the field been referred to?

e Does the list contain both seminal (classic) and more contemporary literature?

Ryan, F, Coughlan, M & Cronin, P 2007, ‘Step-by-step guide to critiquing research. Part 2: qualitative research’, British
Journal of Nursing, vol. 16, no. 12, pp. 738-743.

Stockhausen L & Conrick, M 2002, ‘Making sense of research: a guide for critiquing a paper’, Contemporary Nurse,
vol. 14, no. 1, pp. 38-45.
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PROGRAM: INTERNATIONAL LAW

COURSE: INTRODUCTION TO ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND WRITING

SESSION 2 — ACTIVITIES

Purpose:
The purpose of these activities is to further practice research skills

Requirements:
PPT lecture notes from Session 2. These activities should come after the Session 2 lecture.

Readings and Session 2 Additional Course Material

Part A: 15-25 minutes
Breakout activity:
Students to work in groups or individually. This activity involves refining keyword searches and using
the 4S system to sort your information. 5-10 minutes:
Using the topic example in the lecture: ‘Can Human Rights be part of the management of Cultural
Heritage in Myanmar?’
e What keywords could help you search for relevant material
Group discussion 10 - 15 minutes:
e Share keywords
e How did you decide on these keywords
e Do you need to know your argument before searching for reference material

The additional course material lists 4 abstracts from a university database keyword search on
Cultural heritage Myanmar human rights.
Discuss the relevance of each abstract to the topic of ‘Can Human Rights be part of the
management of Cultural Heritage in Myanmar?’

e Do the abstracts connect well to the keywords

e How can you find more relevant results

e Do any of the keywords surprise you

Part B: 15 minutes
The article by DeMiguel et al is likely not very relevant to your research. However, it should become
a habit to record the papers that you find during your research and write an annotation. Applying
the 4S system of SEARCH — SKIM — SELECT — STUDY what would you write in an annotated
bibliography entry for this paper? Would it be useful for future research? How would you indicate
this in your annotated bibliography?

e 5 minutes to apply the 4S system

e 10 minutes discussion on the annotated bibliography

Teacher notes:

You may choose to have the students read the Additional Course Material before attending the
class.

The aim of the activities is to increase awareness of the importance of keywords and how you can
quickly read a paper to see if it is useful for your research topic.

4S and DeMiguel et al: while there is no correct way to write the annotation, a suggestion is as
follows. You can add your own keywords —



DeMiguel, D., Brilha, J., Alegret, L. et al. Linking geological heritage and geoethics with a
particular emphasis on palaeontological heritage: the new concept of

‘palaeontoethics’. Geoheritage 13, 69 (2021). https://doi-
org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1007/s12371-021-00595-3 :

Conservation and cultural heritage related to fossils. Introduces a new concept of
palaeontoethics. Geoheritage refers to natural geological resources in situ. Considers
cultural rights to this material and intersects with contemporary issues such as mining. Some
good references for ethical challenges in earth sciences — relevant to international human
rights. Keywords: geology environment human rights

When searching a major university database with good access to online materials it is possible to
filter results by ‘peer review’ papers, book chapters, articles, open access, newspaper article and
more. If the only access is through eg Google, then students must be aware that they may only be
seeing open access material and non-peer reviewed material. One way to check this is to look at the
references in an open-access article and see how many are available on-line.

It may become a good habit for students to write on their papers that the research has been limited
due to unavailability of many academic sources. This would indicate that they are aware of other
research but their own essays can only include material that is accessible.


https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1007/s12371-021-00595-3
https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1007/s12371-021-00595-3
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Session 2 Additional Course Materials
Keyword search: Cultural heritage Myanmar human rights

Kraak, Anne-Laura. Heritage destruction and cultural rights: insights from Bagan in Myanmar,
International Journal of Heritage Studies January 2018, pp.998-1013.

https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1080/13527258.2018.1430605

Abstract: Recently, the UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights has stated that the
intentional destruction of cultural heritage is a violation of cultural rights. The Rapporteur examines
a timely issue but bases her statement on narrow understandings ‘heritage’ as irreplaceable and
‘destruction’ as ideologically motivated and aggressive. This reinforces hegemonic ideas about
heritage and what constitutes its destruction. In this article, | discuss the case of Bagan in Myanmar
to illustrate the limitations of the Rapporteur’s statement. In Bagan, whether and how ‘heritage’
should be protected has been the topic of controversy. By implication what is — or is not —
considered intentional destruction is contested. Ambiguity about the meaning of cultural rights, the
dissonant nature of heritage, the subjectivity of destruction, and complex multi-layered motivations
behind ‘destructive’ practices make overarching statement about the destruction of cultural heritage
and cultural rights violations too bold and call for more nuance and contextualised research.

Keywords: heritage destruction, cultural rights, living heritage, Bagan

DeMiguel, D., Brilha, J., Alegret, L. et al. Linking geological heritage and geoethics with a particular
emphasis on palaeontological heritage: the new concept of ‘palaeontoethics’. Geoheritage 13, 69
(2021). https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1007/s12371-021-00595-3

Geoconservation and geoethics are two emergent domains in geosciences. During the last decade,
both topics have increasingly gained the attention of geoscientists and the society, but the main
geoethical dilemmas related to the conservation and management of geoheritage are not clearly
identified yet. This work aims at providing an overview on the meaning and scope of geoethics and
how it intersects geoheritage and the practice of geoconservation. Some case studies—many of
which are under current debate and have a high potential as geoeducational resources—are
presented for addressing ethical, social and cultural settings as well as dilemmas affecting
geoheritage. We find that there are particular cases (mostly concerning the trade of fossils, and in
particular the growing concern about activities that rely on amber from Myanmar) for which a clear
dichotomy of views makes them much more problematic and complex. These cases deserve more
suitable legal frameworks that help implement more balanced ethical standards and practice
guidelines for geoconservation, guarantee human rights and needs in relation to that heritage and
contribute to the advancement of geosciences. Particular attention is given to palaeontological
heritage, as fossils are among the most threatened elements of the Earth’s diversity and are in need


https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1080/13527258.2018.1430605

of more effective and statutory protection measures. In the context of geoethics applied to
palaeontological heritage, and given the need of a clear understanding of what ethics in
palaeontology means, a new concept—palaeontoethics—is proposed and formally defined.

Keywords: geoheritage, geoconservation, geosites, fossils, Myanmar, geoethics, palaeontoethics

CODEREY, C. (2021). Myanmar Traditional Medicine: The making of a national heritage. Modern
Asian Studies, 55(2), 514-551. doi:10.1017/50026749X19000283

Abstract: In the aftermath of independence, obtained in 1948, the Burmese government launched a
project to valorize and promote traditional medicine which comprised the institutionalization and
standardization of the teaching, practice, and production of medicines. The government justified this
project by asserting the importance of protecting and improving—in terms of both quality and
accessibility—this precious national heritage. Having contributed to the maintenance of people's
health for centuries, it was nevertheless under threat of vanishing because of the dominance of
biomedicine and because traditionally it had been passed down through a plurality of lineages using
an esoteric language. Although recognizing the official motivation behind this project, this article
suggests that it was also motivated by the need to unify and ‘Burmanize’ the country in the name of
nation-building. Indeed, constructing a medicine that could compete with biomedicine, if not
overtake it, would help in marking the country's distance and autonomy vis-a-vis the West.
Spreading a standardized medicine, largely based on the Burman tradition, across the country would
help eliminate inter-ethnic differences as well as the esoteric elements inherent in traditional
medicine that were perceived as a potential threat to the state's authority. While claiming to protect
a national heritage, the state was in fact crafting a new heritage that complied with a specific image
of the nation—a unified modern Buddhist nation—in order to help it attain its political goals. The
article also discusses to what extent this project has been successful by examining the limits of its
implementations and the response of healers and manufacturers.

No keywords listed

Liljeblad, J, Oo, KTT. World heritage sustainable development policy & local implementation: Site
management issues using a case study of Sri Ksetra at Pyu ancient cities in Myanmar. Sustainable
Development. 2020; 28: 468— 477. https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1002/sd.2037

Abstract

In November 2015, State Parties to the World Heritage Convention approved a resolution adopting a
policy integrating sustainable development into World Heritage conservation (WH Policy). A central
component of the WH Policy was an expectation for participatory models of management involving
local communities in site management. This paper uses a case study of Sri Ksetra in Pyu Ancient
Cities, Myanmar's first entry onto the World Heritage list, to identify how management practices


https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1002/sd.2037

toward local communities can frustrate the implementation of WH Policy goals. The paper argues
that the implementation of WH Policy involves not only the contents of policy statements but also
the actions of site management practices, such that efforts to promote sustainable development via
community participation require consideration of both the articulation of appropriate management
systems in formal policy documents as well as the practice of appropriate conduct by those systems.

KEYWORDS co-management, community management, conservation, cultural heritage, natural
heritage, sustainable development, World Heritage
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