Introduction to
University Teaching Skills

Session 5
Assessment tools — quizzes, essays and more



Assessment Tools

* What is the best way to assess your students?
* What are you trying to assess?

* Think about the Learning Outcomes for the course — how
can you best assess if students have achieved those
Learning Outcomes?

* What types of assessment will help you decide if the
student has reached different levels of skills - for example,
can you set a task that gives students the opportunity to
show they have different levels of understand (remember
Bloom’s taxonomy)

e Are the assessment tasks INCLUSIVE? All students should

have equal opportunity to perform well on the assessment
task



Teacher Training Course

e Aims of the Course:

* “This course aims to provide university teachers with knowledge of
contemporary issues related to teaching at the university level. It is
suitable for people new to university teaching, and for experienced
teachers. Specifically, this course allows participating teachers to
critically reflect on their own teaching practices and to further develop
their skills in making informed decisions about forms of course delivery,
designing course assessment schemes and delivering course materials
based on student needs.”

* Learning Outcomes:
* On completion of the course, participants will be able to:

Prepare a course outline
Discuss the place of courses within a curriculum
Identify and discuss different types of teaching methods

Adapt course delivery and assessment to suit student needs and align with
learning outcomes

Assess and reflect on their own teaching practices



Course Assessments: Teacher Training

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course,
participants will be able to:
1.Prepare a course outline;
2.Discuss the place of courses within a curriculum;
3.ldentify and discuss different types of teaching methods;
4.Adapt and adjust course delivery to suit student needs; and
5.Undertake self-directed feedback on teaching performance.

e Reflective Journal
* What does this assess?

* Write a course outline OR lesson plan
* What does this assess



An Example: Introduction to Asian
Politics

e Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion, students will have the knowledge
and skills to:

1. Understand the historical and conceptual foundations of Asian politics,
especially North, South and Southeast Asia;

2. Evaluate the main schools of political thought and analytical trends relating to
Asia;

3. Analyse developments in Asian politics drawing on approaches and concepts
studied in the course;

4. Conduct independent research and demonstrate skills in identifying and
critically engaging with appropriate sources; and

5. Communicate effectively in both verbal and written forms on political issues in
Asia.

* Indicative Assessment
1. Tutorial Participation (10%) [LO 1,2,3,5]
2. Short Paper 1 (1,000 words) (15%) [LO 2,3,4,5]
3. Short Paper 2 (1,000 words) (15%) [LO 2,3,4,5]
4. Research Essay (2,000 words) (40%) [LO 3,4,5]
5. Take-home Exam (1,000 words) (20%) [LO 1,2,3,4,5]

Discuss the type of assessment tasks and how well they relate to the Learning



An Example: Understanding Population Change
(DEM0O2001)

. Lﬁ?lrning Outcomes: Upon successful completion, students will have the knowledge and
skills to:

1. demonstrate an understanding of demographic changes in the world and their major
determinants;

2. use demographic concepts and population theories to explain past and present population
characteristics;

3. use demographic concepts and theories to understand contemporary socio-economic issues and
current affairs; and

4. apply demographic concepts and population theories into relevant policy settings.

* Indicative Assessment

1. Tutorial Discussion Group (20%) [LO 1,2,3,4]
Case study, 1750 words (45%) [LO 1,2,3,4]
Take home exam, midterm (10%) [LO 1,2,3,4]
Tutorial participation (10%) [LO 1,2,3,4]
Take home exam, final (15%) [LO 1,2,3,4]

vk wnN

e Discuss the assessment tasks

(End of Part 1)



Assessment Tools

Part 2



Some examples of assessment
types

* Essays * Visual tests
* Online exams * Posters

e Tutorial presentations * Performance/video

« Multiple choice quizzes ~ SuPmissions

* Blog entries
* PPTs

* Weekly contributions to
class forums

e Short answer questions
* Reflective journals

e Research papers — longer
and more complex than
an essay * And many more!



(S9) Choosing your assessment
type

* Review the Course Aims and Learning Outcomes

 What assessment forms will best test the Aims and
Learning Outcomes

* Do you want to select a variety of assessment types
to help keep students interested?

* Do you want to assess students continuously
throughout the course?

* How will the assignments be weighted, eg tutorial
paper 25%, final essay 50%, participation 25%?



Choosing your Assessment type

 What is realistic for the students?
e Can they access internet easily?
* Do they have computers to type out essays?
* Can they all do an online exam at the same time?

* Are there ‘standard guidelines’ for the students?

* For example —is there an estimated word count for
undergraduate and postgraduate coursework? In some
universities an undergraduate might expect to write up
to 4000 words, and a Masters student 5000 words.



Choosing your Assessment type

* Are you wanting to assess progress through the
course (Formative) or at the end of the course
(Summative)



Assessment guidelines

 What is the grading formula?
* Pass/ Fail (no number grade)
* High distinction, Distinction, Credit, Pass, Fail
« AB,C, Dand E(fail) (no number grade)
e Anumber 1-10 or 1-5

* Will every assessment item have the same grading system?

* For example, activities such as participating in class discussion may
have a non-satisfactory/satisfactory component and might not be part
of the final grade

* For international university entrance, often a Grade Point Average
(GPA) is calculated — this is different in different countries
https://www.mastersportal.com/articles/2126/what-is-a-gpa-
and-why-is-it-so-important.html and
https://www.idp.com/australia/faqs/what-is-a-
gpa/3ovbso9QBgermDc4ejACgw/
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Assessment Guidelines

* Does the student have to pass every assessment item
to complete the course?
 How will you ‘weight’ every assessment item

* Can a student ‘pass’ without achieving the Learning
Outcomes?

* Example: Assessment items
* Participation 10%
e Tutorial presentation 10%

* Tutorial paper 30%
* Final essay/exam 50%

(End of Part 2)



Quizzes and Essays

Session 5 Part 3



Quizzes

 Why use a quiz?
* Good as both FORMATIVE and SUMMATIVE assessments
* Reduces your marking time!
* Gives students instant feedback

e Students can apply skills and knowledge when
answering the questions

e Gives you feedback on how much students are
understanding during the course

e Can be used to assess overall progress at end of a
course



Writing a quiz

* Time-intensive
* Once done, easy to mark and update

* Choose the type of quiz questions
e Single answer
* Multiple answers

* Use online resources — (Kahoot! is free and you can
create quizzes at create.kahoot.it)



https://create.kahoot.it/

Types of Quiz guestions

* Multiple choice — one correct answer
* True/False

* Fill in the blank (leave a gap in a sentence)

* For example: During the Second World War, Singapore fell to
the Japanese in the year.....

 Fill in multiple blanks

* For example: The .... Ancient Cities were inscribed in the .....
World Heritage registerin .....

* Multiple choice with multiple correct answers
* Matching (next slide)
* Numerical answers



Types of Quiz Questions

* Matching example:
* What pairs go together?

* Aand ...
* Band ....
* Cand ...
* Dand ...
I N N
A Duck cygnet A
B Goose duckling B
C Swan owlet C
D Oowl gosling D



More questions types

e Short answer
* Placing things in a sequence

* Selecting correct answers from a list
* Example: Which of the following are classified as vegetables?
Circle all of the correct answers:
* Potato
* Onion
* Tomato
* Avocado
e Cucumber
* Pumpkin
* Carrot



Essays

* Short or Long essays?

* Short
* The essay questions should be very clear —there is no
time to go into detail in a short essay
* Long

* The wording of the essay questions can allow for
students to demonstrate their research abilities and to
integrate their knowledge



Essays

* Give clear guidelines for essay writing

* Examples:
e https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/essay-writing-basics
e https://students.unimelb.edu.au/academic-
skills/explore-our-resources/essay-writing/six-top-tips-
for-writing-a-great-essay
e https://www.oxbridgeessays.com/blog/essay-writing-

tips/

e At its simplest — introduction, body of essay,
conclusion
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Essay Questions

e Statement

* Discuss the role of nationalism in shaping current
programmes of archaeological research.

* Question:

* How did the reform period in the Ottoman Empire affect the
relationship between Islam and the state?

* The form of your essay question should link back to
course aims and objectives

* There should be clear marking guidelines
e Rubrics — for discussion in the next session



Summary

 Assessment Tools
e Types of assessment
e How to ChOOSE assessment items

* Quizzes
* Essays
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