Introduction to
University Teaching Skills

Session 3

Course/Subject Design (Part 2) — lesson planning, connecting with
students, inclusion



Resources

. 2 Lesson plan templates

. Journal article: tasha Riley, Troy Meston, Julie Ballangarry, Brittany A. McCormack & Samantha

Low-Choy (2022) From yarning circles to zoom: navigating sensitive issues within indigenous education in
an online space, International Journal of Inclusive Education, DOI: 10.1080/13603116.2022.2127501

. Inclusion: watch this video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETKO7kTHzro



https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1080/13603116.2022.2127501
https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1080/13603116.2022.2127501
https://doi-org.virtual.anu.edu.au/10.1080/13603116.2022.2127501

Lesson Planning

. What is the topic?

. What do you want students to LEARN?

 What are the learning outcomes for this lesson?
 How do they connect to the learning outcomes for the course?

. What do you want students to UNDERSTAND?

. Can you summarise the key points for students to ‘take away’ at
the end of the lesson?



The Introduction

. How much do students know about the topic for this lesson?

 Start by asking a question, for example ‘Who has heard of the International
Criminal Court’, ‘Can anyone tell me how many judges are on the ICC?’

. Attract student attention at the beginning of each lesson
* Read some recent news headlines
* Ask a challenging question, for example ‘Why do we want democracy?’

. Clearly outline what you will cover in the lesson



Body of the lesson

. What will | do to explain the topic? For example:
* Lecture?

* Real-life examples?

* Fictional scenarios?

. Can | use a reading and develop the lesson around this?

. Make the content important to the course, for example
* Show how the content might be used in real life



Body of the Lesson

. What tools can | use?

* Lecture

Discussion or brain-storming sessions

Break-out groups for students (can do this on zoom)
* Group discussion

Video clip

Newspaper headlines

e Student participation

* For example, ask individual students to respond to questions (this can be done live
using the chat function on zoom or zoom poll — answers can be anonymous).



Conclusion

. Check student understanding
* Submit short answers to questions — can be done weekly
* Give students a checklist of the important points, ‘study notes’) for them to
complete: for example, for a law course lesson
* What are the main roles of the ICC
* Who appoints the judges
* Which countries are NOT signatories to the ICC
(this assumes you have covered all of this in class and you want students to remember)
* For example, for a IR course
* Name all the ASEAN countries
* Which countries are members of APEC?

* These ‘study notes’ should relate to assessment



Summary: Lesson Planning

. Introduction
. Body of the Lesson
. Conclusion

(end Part 1)



Connecting with
students

Session 3 Part 2



Connecting with students

. First impressions count!

* Be welcoming
* Ask students to say something about themselves (if they want to)

. Be clear about your expectations of them, and what they can expect
from you

* You might expect students to be active in discussion, ask questions, read
course material before attending class, communicate BEFORE the due date if
they cannot submit assignments

* You may say to students that they can expect you to respond to email
communications promptly, return assignment by a certain date, and that you
will not answer emails on weekends!

. GROUP DISCUSSION: what are your expectations?



Connecting with students

. Be online before class starts
. Stay a few minutes after the online session

. Consider holding an online office hour each week
e Students can contact you online during this period

. Help students arrange an online study time each week
* |f there are a lot of students you can organise them into groups

* Encourage students to take responsibility for hosting a study group — the
students can select a different person from the group to host each session



Connecting with students online

. Be active in involving students in decision-making about the course, for
example:

* Ask them to select in advance one of the given readings for in-class discussion

e Use a doodle poll or Survey Monkey to generate discussion or get feedback on
teaching materials

. Be flexible — be available to reschedule a class if the internet goes down

. Be creative!

» Select some music or a short video clip to use at the beginning/end of your online
class

 Add in an unexpected image on PPT that has nothing to do with the course!

(End of Part 2)



Inclusion

Session 3 Part 3



What does Inclusion mean?

. One definition

* ‘an educational practice whereby students with special needs are fully
integrated into the classroom’

. What are ‘special needs’? Some examples include
Physical disability

Dyslexia

Vision impairment

Hearing loss



What does Inclusion mean?

. In modern teaching, the meaning of inclusion has expanded

. All students should feel supported intellectually (to maximise their
individual abilities) and academically (to achieve their best in their
courses of study)

. Teachers should consider how their teaching might affect students who:
Have different first languages

Have different religions

Identify with different genders

Have different cultural values

Come from different socio-economic backgrounds

May have mental health issues



Inclusion

. There is NO PLACE for bias in the classroom
. Teaching should be free of discrimination

. Aim for equity in the classroom

* Some students will talk more than the others —try to ask quieter students
for their opinion as well

» Keep a class list close at hand — put a mark next to each student’s name
when they say something

* |f some students do not participate, contact them after class by email —do
not make an example of them in class, there may be very good reasons for
them to not be talking



How do you develop Inclusive
teaching practices?

. Watch your language!
* Try using gender-neutral nouns such as ‘students’ or ‘academics’, ‘staff’.
* ‘Hello Everyone’ is a good introduction

* Don’t assume everyone has had the same experiences — instead of saying,
for example: ‘At Bagan you would have seen...’, say ‘For anyone who has
travelled to Bagan you would have seen...’

* Avoid stereotypes, for example: ‘old people don’t know how to use
technology’ or ‘young people don’t read books anymore’

* Never embarrass anyone in class for any physical or mental disability, for
example: if someone has a speech-related disability, don’t say ‘speak faster’
or ‘speak more clearly’ — it may just not be possible



Inclusion

. If your course has content that may be difficult, consider giving ‘trigger
warnings’ before the class

. A trigger warning is a statement that you may be talking about

potentially disturbing content

* For example, if discussing criminal law and you plan to talk about the death
penalty, consider saying before the class, ‘in the next lesson we will be discussing
real-life examples related to the death penalty. If you think this topic will be
emotionally disturbing you may choose not to participate in discussion, or leave
the lesson for some time. You will still be responsible for the material you miss.
Please see me or ask a fellow student to share their notes’

. Trigger warnings should be given at least a day before the class
(preferable at the beginning of the course) to allow students time to

prepare emotionally



Inclusive teaching

. Inclusive teaching may be different for different classes
. Cultural differences must be respected

. Get to know your students

. Provide an environment where students can contact you if they are
uncomfortable about how some material in class is presented

. Students must be respectful of fellow students — teachers must help
educate students about inclusive behaviours

(End of Part 3)



Summary: Session 3

. Lesson Planning
. Connecting with Students

. Inclusion
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