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* Cahillane and Jennifer Schweppe (eds), Legal Research Methods: Principles and Practicalities (Clarus Press 2016)
** Dr Marie-Luce Paris is a lecturer in the School of Law, University College Dublin.
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! JC Reitz, ‘How to Do Comparative Law?’ (1996) 46 American Journal of Comparative Law 617, 635.
2 o@s@a&?o 3333®eu?m90|| See, for example, WJ Kamba, ‘Comparative Law: A Theoretical Framework’ (1974) 23 International and
Comparative Law Quarterly 485; E .rucu, ‘Developing Comparative Law’ in E .rucu and D Nelken (eds), Comparative Law: A Handbook
(Hart 2007) 43. For a selection of works on comparative law (excluding works specifically on methodology), see, among others, K
Zweigert and H Kotz, An Introduction to Comparative Law (OUP 1998); M Reimann and R Zimmermann, The Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Law (OUP 2006); E .rucu” and D Nelken (eds), Comparative Law: A Handbook (Hart 2007); J Smits, Encyclopaedia of
Comparative Law (2nd edn, Edward Elgar 2012); M Adams and J Bomhoff, Practice and Theory in Comparative Law (CUP 2014); M Siems,
Comparative Law (CUP 2014).
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*W Twining, ‘Globalisation and Comparative Law’ in .rucu” and Nelken (n 2) 84. For a more nuanced view, see Wilson, for whom (...)
comparative law has, more often than not, been seen as an extension of the study of national law’ and ‘[lJooking at law from a
comparative point of view (...) still remains a specialism (...) [and] [i]t cannot yet be said that it has become part and parcel of the
orientation of law students or legal scholars, let alone legal practitioners’. See G Wilson ‘Comparative Legal Scholarship’ in M McConville
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See S Flogaitis, T Swart, J Fraser, The European Court of Human Rights and its Discontents: Turning Criticism into Strength (Edward Elgar
2013) 93.
" Twining (n 4) 72.
& Two of the most recent works on the methodology of comparative law include P Giuseppe Monateri (ed), Methods of Comparative Law
(Edward Elgar 2012), and G Samuel, An Introduction to Comparative Law Theory and Method (Hart 2014). See also M Van Hoecke,
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Epistemology and Methodology of Comparative Law (Hart 2004). Most comparatists nowadays include method as part of their
scholarship.

® Kamba (n 2) 485.

10 7Zweigert and Kotz (n 2) 33.

1 Qrucu(n 2) 43.

2 Samuel, ‘Concluding Remarks: A Methodological Road Map?’ in Samuel (n 8) 173ff.

B3 Orucu’(n 2) 48.
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52 De Cruz (n 47) 237.

53 ibid 238.

54 We choose to conflate the several steps proposed by de Cruz in this regard into the single heading of analytical comparison.

55 De Cruz (n 47) 238. This five-step action plan is not meant to appear as such in the research itself. It is, however, important to phrase it as such,
since such an action plan might be useful, for example, in funding applications’ narratives which often require detailed ‘work plans’ of one’s
research project.

56 jbid.

57 See also, M Claes and M de Visser, ‘Reflections on Comparative Method in European Constitutional Law” in Adams and Bomhoff (n 2) 145.
8 T Roux, ‘Judging the Quality of Legal Research: A Qualified Response to the Demand for Greater Methodological Rigour’ (2014) 24 Legal

Education Review (journal name should not be in italics)173.
% See, for example, A Peters and H Schwenke, ‘Comparative Law Beyond Post-Modernism’ (2000) 49 International and Comparative Law
Quarterly 800, 832; J Husa, ‘Interdisciplinary Comparative Law: Between Scylla and Charydbis?’ 9 (2014) Journal of Comparative Law 28.
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% Siems (n 33) 144.
51 Wilson (n 4) 98.
2 N Witzleb and others, ‘Comparative Law and the Internet’ (1999) 3 Electronic Journal of Comparative Law 2.
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53 Wilson (n 4) 98.
 Twining (n 4) 84.



